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1905 - Ivy Leeestablishes the first pr firm in the US

1947 - American Council on Public Relations and 
the National Association of Public Relations Counsel 
merged to form the Public Relations Society of 
America

1913 - Edward L. Bernays opens a pr office 
in NY and becomes a key figure in the field.

1923 - "Crystallizing Public Opinion," discussing his 
theories and practices of public relations. 

1928 - Torches of Freedom campaign, ssociating 
smoking cigarettes with women's liberation, 
effectively influencing societal perceptions and 
increasing tobacco sales. 

1964-The Accreditation in Public 
Relations program launched.

1967 - The Public Relations Student Society of 
America (PRSSA) is founded.

1936 - "Propaganda," 
discusses the 
application of 
psychological 
techniques to shape 
public opinion.

1955 - IThe International Public 
Relations Association (IPRA) is 
formally established

1999 -The Cluetrain Manifesto highlights the 
impact of the internet on business and 
communication, is published, highlighting the 
need for authentic and transparent public 
relations in the digital age.

2002 - The Global Alliance for Public 
Relations and Communication Manage-
ment is established

2009 - The Public Relations Society of America 
launches the "Business Case for Public 
Relations" campaign

2010 - The Barcelona Principles, guidelines for 
measuring and evaluating the effectiveness of 
public relations campaigns established.

2012- PRSA introduces the "PR Defined" 
initiative to redefine and clarify the pr's role 
and value in modern society.

2021- COVID-19 crisis communications. 
PR plays a crucial role in managing 
public perceptions, and guiding 
organizations through the crisis.

2022-The importance of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion in public relations is increasingly 
recognized, leading to greater efforts to 
address representation and promote cultural 
sensitivity in the profession.
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